
“Running ragged.”

This is how Chris describes her life before entering the Starting Point Program. 

She needed extra support and didn’t know where to turn.

A mom to a two-year-old and an eight-year-old. Plus, two teenage boys she took in after a 
death in her family. Working. Going to school. And with no family in the area. 

Just trying to get through each day.

Then she discovered the Women’s Fund Starting 
Point Program.

I’m writing to you today because your support is 
needed to help Chris and her family do more than 
just figure out how to get through each day. We're 
asking for your continued support to help Chris and 
her family face what lies ahead.

In Starting Point she learned to slow down and open herself to what the program offered.

"I got my goals sorted out," Chris says. "I wanted what was out there. I did the work. 
I took the criticism. I listened. I settled back, and I took a breath." 

The program offered the personal skills, accountability, and support she needed to survive 
and get where she wanted to go despite the challenges life had thrown her way. 

In Chris’ own words, the Starting Point program is a “Master Class for life.”

And it provided her with a community. She describes how the program created a family 

KNOWING  her  WORTH

FINDING HER  strength 

   imagining  WHAT SHE COULD
                                           ONE DAY BECOME



unit for her. The big sister she didn’t know she needed. The aunt who was there to guide 
her. She finally had a sense of belonging; she could take a deep breath and knew things 
were going to be okay.

She also addressed her mental health while part of the Starting Point program. She says 
these services, at no cost to her, helped her in finding and knowing her worth. 

Her children made the journey with her, enrolled at B.A.B.E.S. as part of the two-
generational component of Starting Point. This relieved the stress of coping with the 

children while she participated in the program. 

Their experiences prepared her youngest children, Emaleigh, 
2, and Maxwell, 4, for preschool and kindergarten. 

"It was a full circle moment. I stopped and saw that the 
success that I have doesn't just belong to me," Chris says. 
It will trickle down to my kids and they will have their own 
successes. Whatever I do impacts my family." 

They graduated from Starting Point together, and Chris 
reports that the children point to their framed certificates 
and proudly say, "That's mine! I did that!"

Chris also turned to the Women's Fund when she learned 
of its mentoring program, ConnectHER. She compares 

mentoring to bowling; she is the ball, aimed at 10 pins (goals), and the mentors are the 
rails preventing her from falling off the lane.

She was matched with Sherri, like Chris, a mom with a blended family who could rein Chris 
in with reminders that she couldn't control every situation and challenge her to find ways 
to turn negative situations into positive outcomes. With Sherri's help, Chris was connected 
to additional programs that helped her clear out student debt and continue her education.  

Chris also made the bold choice to leave a job to return to college because the job "wasn't 
what God wanted me to do," adding that she found the strength to take that step because 
"I have the juice!"

Chris is continuing her education and is enrolled in the Business Management program at 
Fox Valley Technical College. 

When Chris lengthens her vision, and imagines what she could one day become, she wants 



to be in service to other women. “Don’t give up on 
somebody, even if that person wants to give up 
on themselves.” 

She is already doing this, helping another program 
participant whose situation was even more 
daunting than Chris'. “I could see her struggle and 
while I didn’t have much, I knew I needed to share 
with her what I had to help her get through.”

Chris’ story is still being written. By making a 
gift now, you help ensure the long-term, multi-
generational impact of the Women's Fund and
support families like Chris' as they enter their
next chapter.

Please consider a generous gift today. You may use the enclosed envelope, or to make a 
gift online visit womensfundfvr.org. 

I’m so grateful to have you as part of this important work. You can feel good knowing you 
ended this year by helping a family like Chris’ thrive.

We appreciate your support beyond measure.

With gratitude,

Julie Keller, Executive Director

PS: Visit our website to learn more about how the Women's Fund focus and priorities 
highlighted in Chris' journey will impact other women and girls. 

Please consider a generous gift today.

4455 W. Lawrence Street, Appleton, WI  54914
920.830.1290 | info@womensfundfvr.org | womensfundfvr.org
A supporting organization of the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region.

“The success I have 
doesn't just belong to 
me. It will trickle down 

to my kids and they 
will have their own 

successes. 

Whatever I do
impacts my family."

          ~ Chris


