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Our Mission and Purpose: 
In 1994 a group of committed individuals came together and established a permanent endowment to focus solely on improving the lives of women and girls in the Fox Valley region.   Their dream, which is now the heart of the Women’s Fund’s mission:  to invest in women and girls through grants, advocacy and education.

Our Funding Priorities:

The Women’s Fund provides grants for programs that inspire women and girls to flourish personally, economically and professionally.  The Women’s Fund believes that no project is too small or too new to be considered.  Innovative approaches and projects with limited access to other funding are encouraged.  Grant applicants should address one or more of these funding priorities:

· Women and girls live in safety.

· Women and girls meet their basic needs for living, including food, shelter, and access to health care.

· Women and girls have the knowledge, opportunity, and self-determination to be economically self-sufficient.

· Women and girls have opportunities to pursue their dreams with action.

· Women and girls recognize and achieve their potential.

Criteria:

The following criteria will be used in the decision-making process.  Please make sure your written application is complete and makes a compelling case for your request.  Please contact us with any questions.  

· Is the request designed specifically for the unique needs of women and girls?

· Are the program’s goals and outcomes clearly identified?  
· Who is your target market and how many people are directly, and indirectly, impacted?

· Are there effective strategies for implementation?

· Is the timeline and budget clear and realistic?

· Are there evaluation and measurement tools?

· What is the potential for long-term social change?

Eligibility:

To be eligible for a grant:

· Your project is consistent with the Women’s Fund mission and funding priorities.

· Your project benefits women and girls in Calumet, Outagamie, Shawano, Waupaca, or Northern Winnebago Counties.
· Your organization must be a tax-exempt, not-for-profit organization under the Internal Revenue Code, section 501(c)(3).  However, agencies or informal groups without 501(c)(3) status may use another tax-exempt, not for profit agency as your fiscal agent.  Contact the Women’s Fund for further information.

The Women’s Fund WILL NOT fund: individuals, endowments, government agencies (however educational institutions may qualify), projects with a religious focus, and political parties, candidates or partisan activities.
Grant Programs: 

The Women’s Fund has three opportunities for organizations to seek grant funding:  Initiative Driven Grants, Project Grants and Strategic Grants.  Please see below for specific guidelines and application requirements for each.
Initiative Driven Grants:
The Women’s Fund has limited funding available each year outside of our competitive grant programs for projects that align directly with our Financial Fluency and Violence Prevention Education Initiatives.  Projects must address the financial knowledge and/or economic well-being of women and girls; or address the safety of women and girls from physical, sexual, and/or emotional abuse.
Grant size:



$1,000 or less

Application required:

Initiative Driven Grant Application

Deadline:



On-going as funds are available
Project Grants:
The Women’s Fund has been offering project grants annually since 1997.  Nonprofits may apply for funding for any project which meets our funding priorities and eligibility requirements.  The selection process is competitive; historically we have only been able to fund 43% of the requests made to the Women’s Fund.
The Women’s Fund no longer requires a written Letter of Interest, but does require a brief phone conversation with executive director prior to submitting a full application.  Please make sure you are able to answer the questions on the Grant Planning Check List prior to making the call.  The Women’s Fund does not conduct interviews or agency tours as part of the Project Grants evaluation process, only the full written application will be considered. 
The Women’s Fund will not fund the same project or program for more than 3 consecutive years.
Applications that are incomplete or have errors will not be considered.  Programs previously funded by the Women’s Fund will be considered for renewal funding only if required interim and final reports have been submitted as requested.  
Grant Size:
No limit, but total funding available for both Strategic and Project Grants is $60,000.





Average grant size since 1997 is $2,750

Application Required:

Project Grant Application

A phone call to the executive director is required before completing the written application.  Use the Grant Planning Check List to prepare for the phone conversation.
Attachments Required:

Application including project budget

Organization budget for current year

Most recent audited financial statements

Deadline:



4:30 p.m. March 1, 2012
Application and required attachments must be submitted via email to grants@womensfundfvr.org

Strategic Grants:
The Women’s Fund is pleased to offer an additional granting opportunity to strategically address a community need as determined through research and information gathered by our Board of Directors, Grants Committee, and staff.  Applications for this year’s Strategic Grants will be due Tuesday, November 1, 2011.  Proposals must address the needs of girls and young women up to age 25, with priority given to those programs which positively impact these key areas:
· Safety

· Educational opportunities

· Self-esteem and healthy body image

· Leadership development

Only collaborative programs will be considered.  Collaborative programs need to be new collaborations, or, if the program or collaboration already exists, it needs to include new partners and new approaches for the purposes of this grant.

The Women’s Fund may conduct interviews or agency tours as part of the Strategic Grants evaluation process.  Applicants should save the morning of November 15 for a possible interview.  Applications that are incomplete or have errors will not be considered.  Organizations which have previously been funded by the Women’s Fund will be considered only if required interim and final reports have been submitted as requested.  

Grant Size:
No limit, but total funding available for both Strategic and Project Grants is $60,000.






Average grant size last year was $10,000
Application Required:

Strategic Grant Application

A phone call to the executive director is required before completing the written application.  Use the Grant Planning Check List to prepare for the phone conversation.
Attachments Required:

Application including project budget

Organization budget for current year

Most recent audited financial statements

A letter of support from each collaborating organization

Deadline:



4:30 p.m. November 1, 2011
Application and required attachments must be submitted via email to grants@womensfundfvr.org
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